The Honorable ________
U.S. Senate

Washington, DC  20510

Dear Senator ________:
Subject:  Tax Increases on the Energy Industry Are Bad for America
I am writing to share my concerns about tax increases on the energy industry included in the 2010 budget proposal.  As my elected representative, I urge you to vote NO on any legislation containing tax increases that unfairly target the U.S. oil and natural gas industry. 

Put quite simply, this proposal is bad for America.

These unprecedented taxes would reduce investment in new energy supplies at a time when nearly two-thirds of Americans support developing our domestic oil and natural gas resources.  That not only means a slower economic recovery and less U.S.-based energy, but it also would cost thousands of American jobs each year; increase consumer prices for fuel and other products; and actually reduce local, state and federal revenue.

History has shown that tax increases targeting the oil and natural gas industry directly result in less production from domestic sources, and make foreign crude oil and natural gas more attractive to import.  

The proposed tax increases on the U.S. oil and natural gas industry could produce devastating effects on our economy, when America can least afford it.  

The general public and many legislators believe these provisions are targeted at the major oil companies.  Together, this industry directly employs 1.8 million people and supports 6 million American jobs.  The facts are that independent oil and gas producers develop 90 percent of U.S. wells; not the major integrated oil and gas companies.

These tax provisions negatively impact another 8.5 million royalty and interest owners, like me, who live in all 50 states.  Please note that the average royalty owner receives monthly royalty income of less than $500 per month. 

I hope you will do whatever is within your power to stop unfair and extremely harmful tax increases in the proposed budget.  Demonstrate your support for increased energy security and jobs for Americans – vote NO on any budget that includes tax increases that unfairly target the U.S. oil and natural gas industry.

Sincerely, 

